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• The GRI Standards are a modular 
system comprising three series 
of standards: the revised Universal 
Standards, the new Sector Standards, 
and the adapted Topic Standards

• The new Sector Standards increase 
the quality, completeness, and 
consistency of reporting by organizations 
within sectors

• There are now 32 Topic Standards. 
An organization selects the Topic 
Standards that correspond to the material 
topics it has determined for reporting.

• The updated GRI Standards are 
made freely available to any 
organization. Currently available in 
English, translations will be available over 
the course of the year

The GRI Standards



GRI Academy

4 courses plus exam for 

GRI Certified Sustainable Professional



Developing the GRI Standards

Governed by a transparent, due 

process overseen by the Global 

Sustainability Standards Board, GRI’s 

independent Standard-setting body

Multi-stakeholder expert 

working groups and 

technical committees, with 

representatives from 

business, civil society, labor, 

investors & mediating 

institutions.

Shaped by international 

authoritative instruments 

that underpin the 

expectations of the 

responsible business 

conduct

Global stakeholder 

input and public 

exposure



The GRI Standards represent

global best practice for 

reporting sustainability 

performance – enhancing the 

comparability and quality of 

information.

We operate through a robust 

multi-stakeholder approach, 

ensuring participation and

expertise of diverse 

stakeholders in the development 

of the GRI Standards.

Our approach

Civil Society

Business Enterprises

Investment Institutions

Labor Organizations

Mediating Institutions


